
A broad view on the Milky Way
INTEGRAL/IBIS nine-year Galactic hard X-ray survey†
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Introduction
Our Milky Way is the “nearest” galaxy where we can study the population of X-ray
sources in great detail. However, in order to obtain an overall picture, one needs
wide-angle telescopes, such as the ones on-board the INTEGRAL observatory. Sur-
veying our Milky Way Galaxy in hard X-rays is one of the tasks which INTEGRAL
performed with great success (INTEGRAL Picture Of the Month, August 2012).

Description
INTEGRAL/IBIS hard X-ray (35 − 80 keV) map of the sky averaged over nine years
starting in 2003. The green contours are isophotes of the 4.9micron surface bright-
ness of the Galaxy (COBE/DIRBE) revealing the bulge/disk structure of the Galaxy.
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† Based on observations with INTEGRAL, an ESA project with instruments and science data centre funded by ESA member states (especially the PI countries: Denmark, France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Spain), Czech Republic, and Poland, and with the participation of Russia and the USA.


